
ERGO Has Arrived At Columbus!

What is ERGO you ask? ERGO stands for Energetic Ray Global Observatory. The Robotics Club at Christopher Columbus High School, because of its association with Euclid Laboratories and the Symbiosis Foundation, is one of only eight- (8) schools in Miami who will take part in the Phase I project, in an effort to develop the largest telescope of Earth! We have in our very midst, one of the first ten- (10) cosmic ray demodulators or detectors made for this project, that will record the arrival time and location of the cosmic rays that hit the Earth's surface. Using the data collected from the demodulator, students will be able to develop skills in the practical application of mathematics and have the ability to apply those skills to data analysis as well as to explore various aspects of geography, astrophysics, nuclear physics, astronomy, electronics, cosmology and the scientific method of research.

Phase II of the ERGO  project will involve placing one hundred- (100) systems throughout the United States, hopefully some in other Marist schools, as part of the Robotics Club's MEN (Marist Engineering Network) initiative as an outreach project to try to relay the importance of all schools embracing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) education.

Lastly, in Phase III of the project, we hope to distribute 1000 demodulator units throughout different remote locations across the world, which will then complete the creation of the largest telescope on Earth. Several of the members of our own Robotics Club will aid in the making of these demodulators!

In the end, we will be part of a global research project, run mostly by students, to look for patterns in where, when and how often cosmic rays hit the Earth and maybe even detect signals in these high energy rays arriving at Earth every day.

Although, the Columbus Robotics Club was instrumental in bringing ERGO to Columbus, this project is open to all students, teachers, parents and alumni to participate in. If you are interested in finding out more or participating in this ground breaking project, please go to www.symbiosis-foundation.org.
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